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FORWARD

The celebration of a wedding is an occasion for increased joy—and what
greater joy can there be but the unity of the Jewish people with Hashem
through the study of His Torah.

We hereby present a compendium of halachos on the topic of Seudos Shabbos
and Motzei Shabbos. These are culled from the work of the editorial team of
Asktherav.com (of which the Chosson is a member) under the auspices of the
Horav Yosef Yeshaya Braun, shlita, member of the Beis Din of Crown Heights.

It is important to note that this publication isn't a comprehensive guide; it is a
collection of questions generated by real people with real-life scenarios, many
of which relate to current events and situations being addressed from a
halachic perspective for the first time.

Please note that, for the ease of reading, not all sources are cited.

Ask«Rals
© AskThe Rav



HADLAKAS NEIROS

Is there a known reason why it is not customary for Chabad Chassidim
to take in Shabbos early?
Is it okay if my wife accepts Shabbos significantly earlier than me?

Taking pictures of our three-year-old daughter lighting Shabbos
candles for the first time.

My wife won’t be home for Shabbos, how do | go about lighting
Shabbos candles?

Husband lighting candles after wife gives birth.

When the wife is away for Shabbos, who lights the candles?
Men lighting Shabbos candles when their wives are not present.
When a man lights Shabbos candles.

Where to place the Shabbos candles.

Placing a Challah or a Siddur on the Shabbos candles tray before
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Shabbos Candles when eating out.

Lighting Shabbos candles in a hospital.

Neiros Shabbos Lights: Candles or Olive Qil?

Are Beeswax Candles more Mehudar for Shabbos?

Lighting Shabbos candles with a lighter or a match?

If the match goes out before you finished lighting all Shabbos candles.
Lit less candles one week.

| missed lighting Shabbos candles, what do | do (As a single woman)?
Can girls drive to shul after lighting Shabbos candles?

Can | Daven weekday Mincha after candle lighting if | didn’t have time
before?
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KIDDUSH

Can a nursing mother drink before Kiddush (or Havdallah)?
Rinsing the becher before Kiddush.

Making Kiddush with a disposable cup.

Not enough wine to fill the becher.
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LECHEM MISHNAH
Washing on Shabbos Day.

Challah in bag for Lechem Mishnah?
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Covering the challah during Hamotzi.

Reciting your own Bracha Hamotzi or listen and answer Amen to the
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HAVDALLAH
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IS THERE A KNOWN REASON WHY IT IS NOT
CUSTOMARY FOR CHABAD CHASSIDIM TO TAKE
IN SHABBOS EARLY?

ANSWER: In Shulchan Aruch, bringing in Shabbos early is regarded as a
noble practice. Nevertheless, in 770, Shabbos was never brought in early,
and it is common practice in Chabad not to bring Shabbos in early. [It is
told that Tzach once suggested that the Pegishos bring in Shabbos early to
make it easier for the students who were tired and not accustomed to a
late Friday night schedule. However, the Rebbe responded something to
the effect that to bring in Shabbos early is not Minhag Chabad.]

Possible suggested reasons for this practice:

1. The Alter Rebbe writes (in his Teshuvos) that it has become customary
to be stringent and not daven Maariv before Tzeijs, and the Tzemach
Tzedek writes that someone who is particular about this should do so
even at the expense of davening with a Minyan before Tzeis. Even so, it is
not completely clear whether their words apply to Friday night or just
other nights of the week.

2. Bringing in Shabbos early requires one to adhere to the relevant
associated Dinim, such as davening Mincha before plag and Maariv after
plag, repeating Shema after 0’25151 nxx, reciting Kiddush and beginning
the meal more than half hour before o°25157 nxx. Included in this is
ensuring that one has the right times for plag and Tzeis, as there are
different ways of calculating it. According to some Achronim, the
husband’s Kabbolas Shabbos will influence when the wife has to Bentch
Licht, but it does not seem clear that the Alter Rebbe would hold this way,
and there are also a number of other reasons to be lenient.



3. When a Kehillah brings in Shabbos early, this can enforce Kabbolas
Shabbos on individuals as well, subject to a number of conditions, which
may inconvenience their Shabbos preparations or impede their chance to
daven Mincha. This will also be detrimental for those people who are not
yet Frum. [See n” v 3”01 **0 7’y about having concern for others]

4. Not bringing in Shabbos early allows one time to learn Chassidus after
Shabbos comes in, as a preparation for Kabbolas Shabbos and Maariv. 12
7’0 P70 1’y o nbwn

5. Some Achronim explain that the Maalah of bringing in Shabbos early is
primarily when it is done for Hiddur Mitzvah and Kovod Shabbos, and not
out of convenience. For example, if it is done year round instead of just in
the summer. v’v >0 2”1 Awn 83,777 70 3’0 17X 7Wn NIAR



IS IT OKAY IF MY WIFE ACCEPTS SHABBOS
SIGNIFICANTLY EARLIER THAN ME?

QUESTION: My wife would like to light candles before my son’s
bedtime so that he can watch her lighting. Is it okay if my wife accepts
Shabbos earlier than [ do?

ANSWER: Yes — as long as the candles are being lit after the time of plag
hamincha (which is 1 and 1/4 seasonal hours before shkiah).



TAKING PICTURES OF OUR THREE-YEAR-OLD
DAUGHTER LIGHTING SHABBOS CANDLES FOR
THE FIRST TIME.

QUESTION: Can a photo be taken while we are lighting but before the
bracha is over? I was planning to light about a half hour early to make
sure there is no risk of going into Shabbos.

ANSWER: Strictly speaking, halachically, there is no issue. However, it is
better for many reasons (and perhaps more practical) to take the pictures
before she lights the actual Shabbos candles, i.e., you can set up different
candles and have her light them and take pictures of that.

A few points to note:
1. One may only light Shabbos candles after the zman of plag hamincha.

2. Once a woman lights the Shabbos candles (after the above mentioned
time), she automatically accepts Shabbos (together with all its laws) upon
herself.

3. Our Minhag is that a girl begins lighting Shabbos (and Yom Tov) candles
even before she turns 3; as soon as she’s able to say the bracha(s).

4. The Rebbe suggested that a girl should start lighting candles for the first
time on a Yom Tov, so that the bracha of Shehecheyanu can be valid for
(the Yom Tov itself and for) the lighting of the candles as well.
Alternatively, when lighting for the first time on a Shabbos, the girl should
wear a new garment and recite Shehecheyanu for the same purpose (i.e.,
so that the bracha can ‘go’ on the lighting in addition to the new
garment).



MY WIFE WONT BE HOME FOR SHABBOS, HOW
DO | GO ABOUT LIGHTING SHABBOS CANDLES?

QUESTION: This Friday my wife won’t be at home to light. She’s
usually lights 5 candles.

1.How should I light in the house? How many - just two or five like she
does? And do I make a bracha?

2.What should my wife do out of town (does she light 5 when she out
of town)?

ANSWER: 1. You must light with a bracha. If she is lighting the complete
amount of candles where she is staying, you only need to light two
candles. Otherwise, it’s recommended you continue her minhag, though
this point is far from certain and far from unanimous.

2. There are different minhagim in this matter. The Rebbe argues that she
should light the complete amount.
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HUSBAND LIGHTING CANDLES AFTER WIFE GIVES
BIRTH.

QUESTION: Should the husband light Shabbos candles the first
Shabbos after birth if the wife already got back home?

ANSWER: No.
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https://tablet.otzar.org/he/book/book.php?book=27747&width=0&scroll=0&udid=0&pagenum=25

WHEN THE WIFE IS AWAY FOR SHABBOS, WHO
LIGHTS THE CANDLES?

QUESTION: My wife will be away for Shabbos and light candles where
she is. [ will be eating at home together with my children. Is the candle
that my teenage daughter lights enough for the home? Or should I
light candles at home?

ANSWER: Someone should light two candles - either you or your
daughter, unless she is under bas mitzvah.
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MEN LIGHTING SHABBOS CANDLES WHEN THEIR
WIVES ARE NOT PRESENT.

QUESTION: We are a few men staying in a hotel for Shabbos. Our
wives will not be here. Should we light Shabbos candles, or are we
yotze with our wives lighting at home.

ANSWER: You should light in the hotel.
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QUESTION: Should we each light, or should one of us light for all?
ANSWER: One should light for all.

QUESTION: Where should we light - in our room or in the dining
room?

ANSWER: You should light where you will be eating.
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WHEN A MAN LIGHTS SHABBOS CANDLES.

QUESTION: When a man lights Shabbos candles in the proper time
(18 min. before Shekiah), and stipulates he doesn’t wish to accept
Shabbos right away so he can perform some Melachos afterwards, is
he obligated to accept Shabbos within 10 min. of the lighting?

ANSWER: Yes
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QUESTION: I'recently saw that in Nittei Gavriel (Shabbos 1 88:8 and
72:17), he Paskens Lekula, bringing from many Poskim that the
restriction only applies when someone lights the candles a long time
before Shabbos, etc.

Also, in Kitzur Hilchos Shabbos Mishulchon Aruch Admur Hazaken
(Simon 263 footnote 52) it is noted that it seems that the Alter Rebbe
holds that the restriction only applies if lighting the Shabbos candles
early.

ANSWER: Obviously, the fact that other contemporary authors
understand differently, isn’t an indication that this is necessarily correct.
Also, it should be noted that Rabbi Zinner himself (Nitei Gavriel) brings
Rabbi Alashvili Shlita’s Sefer Kitzur Halachos that you quoted.

Now, both have not paid attention to the Tehilla L’'Dovid I've referenced.
He proves convincingly that this is the case.
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Second, Rabbi Zinner brings no other sources to support this view.

Thirdly, Rabbi Alashvili himself is in doubt about the matter and remains
undecided.

Fourth, as explained earlier, it appears that this was a matter of doubt for
the Alter Rebbe or a matter of Chiddush.

Either way, L’Maase he rules so in all cases.

SOURCES:
19 2I05% P07 ,3, 7Y W7 MI¥PIY .07 AN IXIID1.0°1302 KITW X0 177X ¥7IW3A 03 KD
9173 0P WA IPRWS 03 YHWwnT 071277 ONO 031 .72 WK1 03
,AMSIT W 717 PRI, DI 0P TR M7 191537 WY prTl 1ywn nhwa 272,
N7773W DIAR 17 27771 RING 9237 YW 1777IR 2137 NN .YIXT T3P NIvwn 7Y jywn
T2 777 7,307 977722 273wn32 5751,1272 P2nY 71 WP (31270 DAY oI PT)
.OW 779702 1w 925 VAR (77102 17127 P VAW 1777 2INK 713 7X1197)
XOWIP 17X NYTPW ,T9P 7720 37 NN NN IR 7002 173377 TIRT 077277 513
.naw n%3p% o ARPYIN RANW R”7D TN AR2I0 NYWA Naw YapY ¥R AW RO RIPIYD
2BP 19T TIN NAW Y2pY YOI 9173 0P TIVA 9732 RO TV AVY Y027 pPYInws 37K
.27AR AW 23pn 77823 777 ,NaWw *10% NPT IWYA MND P°YIn OX ,TPRY

11



WHERE TO PLACE THE SHABBOS CANDLES.

QUESTION: What is our custom regarding the placement of the
Shabbos candles? The implication of the Alter Rebbe is to put them on
the table. I saw that the Arizal (referenced in the Ketzos Hashulchan)
recommends not putting them directly on the table?

ANSWER: The candles, at least two of them, should be on the table in
the room where the meal will be held. If this is difficult, one may place
them near the table in that room.

One may not place them in the kitchen, because in current times, we have
electricity and there is really no benefit from the candles being there.
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WHERE IS THE PREFERRED PLACE TO LIGHT
SHABBOS CANDLES?

QUESTION: There are several aspects to this question:

1. Does it make a difference if they are lit on the Shabbos table, or on a
table on the side of the dining room, or in the kitchen, etc.?

2. When eating out for a Shabbos meal - where is the preferred place
to light, where they are eating, or at home? If one is preferred over the
other, is there any room for doing the more preferred one by the
woman? Like if it's better to light at home - where you sleep (why is
that) can she light at the meal, if it is easier for her?

3. 0n Yom Kippur, does she light at home, or may she light at the home
she will eat the Seudas Hamafsekes at and go straight from there to
Shul? If not, does coming back after Shul to say some Tehilim before
going home to sleep help?

ANSWER: 1. The candles, at least two of them, should be on the table in
the eating room. If this is difficult, one may place them near the table in
that room. One may not place them in the kitchen, because in today’s day
and age that we have electricity there’s really no benefit from the candles
being there.

2. Itis preferable to light at home. Nowadays, when we have electricity,
the candles are to enhance the meal, and so we should light where we
will be eating. However, you may light at home even if you are eating
out, on the condition that the candles will still be lit when you return and
you eat something in the light of the candles. If you aren’t sure that the
candles will still be lit when you return from your meal, ideally light where
you will be eating. If you davka want to light in your own home, put on
the the electic lights in the room and then light Shabbos candles, and
make a bracha on both.

3. On Yom Kippur, light Yom Tov candles where you will be sleeping.

14
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PLACING A CHALLAH OR A SIDDUR ON THE
SHABBOS CANDLES TRAY BEFORE SHABBOS.

QUESTION: Is it permissible L’Chatchila to place before Shabbos a
Challah or a Siddur on the tray on which the Shabbos candles are
resting? In this way, after the candles go out I'd be permitted to move
the tray.

ANSWER: If the tray is used and designated only for the Shabbos
Candles, you are not allowed to move it even if you put a Siddur on the
tray before Shabbos.

You may move it off the table with your elbows or the back of your hand.
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SHABBOS CANDLES WHEN EATING OUT.

QUESTION: IT'am in Yerushalayim and will be Bentching Licht 40
minutes before Shkiah as per the Minhag here. I will then walk to the
Kosel and eating out. By the time I get home the tea lights will be out.

[ can’t light where I'm eating because they don’t allow lighting in the
rooms (where we will eat) in that building, and everyone lights in the
lobby (we’re on the fourth floor for the meal).

[s that fine if I light where I sleep although [ won’t see the candles after
Shkiah? Or, do I need to come home and see them for a minute before
my meal? [t's a ten-minute walk out of the way each way to my
apartment from the place I'm eating so 20 minutes walk total to see
the candles.

Where should I light candles?

1. Inthe building lobby of where I'm eating and I'll see the candles on
my way up to the meal.

2. Inmy apartment and it’s fine if | don’t see them after Shkiah.
3. At home and walk back before the meal to see them for a minute.

Or is there something else the Rav suggests that is best?

ANSWER: You can either use larger candles that will remain lit when you
are back and eat using their light. Alternatively, light in a dark room, since
if one lights close to evening and it is semi-dark and you use the
brightness of the candles for any activity, your bracha isn’t in vain.
Regardless, even if the candles would remain lit when you’re back,
whenever you're not eating where you light, the electric lights must be off
at the time of lighting.
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LIGHTING SHABBOS CANDLES IN A HOSPITAL

ANSWER: One may light electric candles in the hospital with a bracha. It
is recommended to use a battery operated light, rather than a regular
electric lamp. Some say the light must be incandescent and not
fluorescent. One should certainly not use LED lights.

Ideally it should be a light not ordinarily used during the week.
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NEIROS SHABBOS LIGHTS: CANDLES OR OLIVE
OIL?

QUESTION: I want to try lighting Shabbos lights with olive oil. Would
[ be able to go back to lighting candles?

ANSWER: You should verbalize that you don’t want to effect a Neder
(promise) by using oil. Then you may switch back to candles.

P.S. In my opinion, you shouldn’t change to oil, as our minhag is to use
candles. According to many opinions, candles are preferred over oil.
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ARE BEESWAX CANDLES MORE MEHUDAR FOR
SHABBOS?

QUESTION: T am thinking about using beeswax candles for Shabbos
in the month of Elul as a hiddur. | found candles on Amazon that are
made from beeswax and are scented like honey. Do they need some
kind of a hechsher? Also, they only burn for 5 hours. The candles I
normally use burn for 6 hours. Assuming that these candles are
kosher, which is better - the beeswax candles that burn for a shorter
amount of time or the regular Shabbos candles that burn for longer?

ANSWER: It is best if the candles burn at least till after the meal. In this
case, beeswax would be preferable to candles made from fats. However,
the paraffin candles that are commonly produced and used for Shabbos
have an equal preference to beeswax candles.

Candles do not need a hechsher. However, there are opinions that
candles for a mitzvah should not come from a non-kosher animal.
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LIGHTING SHABBOS CANDLES WITH A LIGHTER OR
A MATCH?

QUESTION: Am I allowed to use a lighter to light Shabbos candles or
can | only use a match? I heard the lighter might be an issue. What might
be the issue?

ANSWER: There is a Minhag to drop the match right after lighting the
candles. The reason for this custom is because the woman accepts Shabbos
as soon as she finishes lighting the candles. Therefore, some argue that she
should not light with a lighter, since she must leave go of the lighter to
extinguish the flame after she finishes lighting.

However, this is not correct on many levels. On a practical level, she may
use a lighter to light the candles.

SOURCES:
X°9N P77 771%W 172 1871 PAR .19722 X APpYII2 XO9N Naw NPap R DPwRT 1pPm
AR .NAW NYApn XRIN? ARpYINAT 2707 17 XYY ,RPIT 75722 ApYIN 1T ORI RN
7M0I73 AR 307 77K IR .NYAPM RPIT 157327 10T 1 PO 17m0 0”717 Wi “oa
9177221 19,307 HO 79772 1397 /02 AT NIDIR VW 17791 1790 NAW IXNT WK 217Ym
— 3710 972w 9707 9712 IRIP1.TVIIR DY 07IPW QX3P 17321.17W1 KPP QW 1597
0°373nW 7¥152 3w *5? 1703 13 117 K21 .X7702 W n31 RpIT 737132 AR
17’03 57’11,7%3p 925 X371 ¥7¥) 75727 0¥YW 37 79°N° 01310 W7 ,XDI ATAW ROR .ApYIN2
1DIRA PRI PRYAR 7R 1T .07AR PPYIAY ANYTAW 110,297 k7Y DMIWRIT 211 Dy,
P73R D3 IXT1.727 7Y T 73R WA 7107 7AR7) 12 M TPW 0°p0IDTI 0ID0II DRIHW NIXBHI
.DPWIT 37N 37V 1702 205 1991 ,(27wn pYa 57w nwn YA Yar LTIvi.ung ‘Y 3
Wi 3N 7233 0w O7wnd 770 019w Y nwn 115021 .87 17D 0Ywi 07an3 O wn AR
n°¥7»3a YaR .podia BYN? 72°ND2 N1A5Y XOW 3G QPN W ,n7M1 .07 oK .77 IvDY minn —
SINR OyLH 573 /02 03 57173 12 Y

24



|F THE MATCH GOES OUT BEFORE YOU FINISHED
LIGHTING ALL SHABBOS CANDLES.

QUESTION: When lighting Shabbos candles, and the flame on the
match goes out before finishing to light all the candles, what is the best
way to light the remainder of the candles?

Are we permitted to light a match using the flame of the already lit
candle or should we strike the match?

ANSWER: You may light the remaining candle(s) directly from another
Shabbos candle which was already lit, but not light a match from it.

Alternatively, you may strike a new match to light the remaining
candle(s).

Of course, as you pointed out in your question, all this applies only if the
match etc. went out before finishing to light all the candles.
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LIT LESS CANDLES ONE WEEK

QUESTION: My wife lights 9 candles and last Shabbos she skipped
one candle by accident and lit 8. Does anything need to be done about
it?

ANSWER: There is a disagreement whether in this case she is required to
light another candle. Usually, we recommend in such a case just to add a
candle for one week, the following week. Certainly, if it was a total
accident, then there’s no need to be concerned.
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| MISSED LIGHTING SHABBOS CANDLES, WHAT DO
| DO (AS A SINGLE WOMAN)?

ANSWER: If you missed lighting Shabbos candles one week, you should
light one extra candle at least one time.
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CAN GIRLS DRIVE TO SHUL AFTER LIGHTING
SHABBOS CANDLES?

QUESTION: Usually, I drive a half-mile to shul on Friday at around
candle lighting time. [ usually just take boys with me.

If my girls (under bas mitzvah and even older than bas mitzvah) want
to come to shul with us, on a somewhat regular basis, on those
occasions. Should she light at home and have in mind not to take on
Shabbos so she can drive? Or, should she light at shul even though we
aren’t eating anything there? Or, is it preferable that she just lights at
home and stays home, even if she wants to go to shul?

ANSWER: They should stay home.
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CAN | DAVEN WEEKDAY MINCHA AFTER CANDLE
LIGHTING IF | DIDNT HAVE TIME BEFORE?

ANSWER: L’chatchila a woman should daven Mincha before lighting
Shabbos candles. If she didn’t, and she doesn’t have enough time, she
should have in mind when lighting Shabbos candles not to accept Shabbos
and then she may daven Mincha after lighting Shabbos candles. If she
didn’t make such a stipulation, she may still daven Mincha afterwards.
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CAN A NURSING MOTHER DRINK BEFORE
KIDDUSH (OR HAVDALLAH)?

ANSWER: Night time Kiddush: One may not drink even water before
Kiddush. When lighting candles, a woman may stipulate not to accept
Shabbos till sunset, to be able to drink afterwards. If it’s already sunset, or
if she didn’t stipulate she may not drink without Kiddush, but can make
Kiddush on challah, or if not possible — even coffee or tea, if necessary. If
making Kiddush isn’t practically possible, and she is very thirsty, there is
room for leniency to drink water if it’s still before sunset.

Daytime Kiddush: Once she already davened, she is obligated in Kiddush
and the same answer applies. The order of priorities for daytime Kiddush
is coffee or tea before bread. However, in desperate situations, a nursing
mother may be lenient and drink water if making Kiddush isn’t practically
possible.

Havdallah: Strictly speaking, one may drink water before Havdallah,
although Chabad minhag is not to. There is room to be lenient to drink
even seltzer or coffee and tea without sugar and milk if necessary.
However, if already drinking coffee or tea, one should make Havdallah
directly on them.
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RINSING THE BECHER BEFORE KIDDUSH.

QUESTION: Does a becher need to be rinsed before Kiddush even if it
is clean from having been washed after its previous use?

ANSWER: According to halacha, if it is clean it needs no rinsing.
However, some say that according to Kabalah it should be rinsed even if
clean. The Rebbe would wipe out his becher even though it was rinsed
first.
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MAKING KIDDUSH WITH A DISPOSABLE CUP.

QUESTION: Is one allowed to make Kiddush with a plastic disposable
cup?

ANSWER: One should not make Kiddush on a plastic or disposable cup.
Kiddush should be made on a real cup.

If there is no other cup available, one may make Kiddush on a plastic cup.
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NOT ENOUGH WINE TO FILL THE BECHER

QUESTION: If one doesn’t have enough wine to fill up the Kiddush

cup, can water be added? (Speaking about regular wines which could

be are already heavily diluted) or is there another alternative such as
m11m 9nn, challah, etc.?

ANSWER: One may only add water to the extent that the wine — or grape
juice — can still be drunk as wine and served to guests that way.

And if not, then is it better just to make Kiddush without a full cup,

You can add something else to the cup, like a fruit, or an ice cube, so that
it should be full, provided it has at least a Reviis of wine.

Where the above is not possible, it’s still better to use a Reviis wine in a
cup which isn’t full than using 1372 “9n.
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WHY DO SOME PEOPLE NOT DRINK RED WINE
BETWEEN 6:00PM AND 7:00PM ON FRIDAY
NIGHT?

ANSWER: White wine: There is a custom not to make Kiddush on Friday
nights between 6 and 7. The original sources make no mention of red
wine specifically; likewise, the explanations provided for the custom do
not link it with the color of wine either. The accepted interpretation is
that this applies to all types of wine, and according to many — even if one
makes Kiddush on bread.

The reason for this custom: The Gemara tells us that the hours of the day
are associated with the seven Mazalos, constellations or planets —
Mercury, Moon, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, each one operating
hour of the day in a rotating system. These celestial forces have influence
on this world during their corresponding hour.

During the hour of 6:00pm-7:00pm, the constellation of Tzedek (and its
corresponding angel Tzadkiel) ceases to be dominant and the
constellation of Maadim takes over. Maadim (and its corresponding angel,
Samael, pronounced usually as “the Samach Mem”, the source of evil who
rules over this Mazal) is the mazal identified with the Esav (Edom),
Amalek and Haman. It is associated with negative influences and is said to
be the cause of destruction, plagues, murder, sickness, and punishment,
among other such causes. Thus, it's recommended to avoid acceptance of
Shabbos through Kiddush in the times when Maadim dominates, so as not
to add spiritual energy to Maadim.

The reason for the particular caution when making Kiddush is as Chazal
tell us: Angels accompany people on their way back home from shul on
Friday night—a good angel and an evil angel. If the house has been
prepared (the candles lit, the table set, etc.), the good angel gives a
blessing that the next Shabbos will be the same, and the evil angel is
forced to respond Amen. If the house is not prepared for Shabbos, the
evil angel wishes that the next Shabbos will be the same, and the good
angel is forced to respond Amen. These two angels correspond to the
Mazalos of Tzedek (Jupiter), and Maadim (Mars). Thus, at this time it’s
important not to allow the negative angel to have dominion over us.
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WHEN NOT MAKING KIDDUSH BETWEEN 6:00PM
AND 7:00PM CAUSES DIFFICULTIES.

QUESTION: I know the minhag of many is not to make Kiddush
between six and seven. This was what | remember my custom in my
parents’ home. My question is: sometimes this leads to stress in the
house either rushing through Sholom Aleichim to get on time and
rushing from shul home. On the other hand, a house of young children
at home and waiting till seven can sometimes lead to chaos; kids are
impatient and hungry. In addition, we have guests and this can add
pressure. Is there room to be maikel on this custom?

ANSWER: Although this minhag is brought in the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan
Aruch (271:3), it is a minhag and not a Din. Chazal teach us that great is
peace, for the whole Torah was given only to make peace in the world.
Accordingly, the mitzva of sholom overrides this minhag. Furthermore, we
find that Shalom Bayis outweighs the entire mitzvah of Kiddush, for,
according to halacha, if one cannot afford both Shabbos candles and wine
for Kiddush, he should buy only candles since they are there for the
purpose of Shalom Bayis.

At the same time, It is highly recommended that one do their best to
explain to family members that this is our minhag and the significance of
observing minhagim, especially a minhag mentioned in Poskim. In fact,
some consider this an issue of potential sakanah which is often deemed
more serious than matters of issur. Generally speaking, observing Torah
customs bring about more peace and stability in the home and shouldn’t
cause conflict. The conflict usually stems from an inadequate presentation
and packaging of the issue. If the family perceives the significance of this
issue, they would fully appreciate your behavior.
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Obviously, if despite all attempts to present things in the proper manner it
still appears to cause stress or tension, or if it affects the atmosphere in
the house, then one definitely should not wait.

When Kiddush is made within the hour wait time it should be made
immediately upon arrival home from shul, with as least delay as possible.

Alternatively, one may make Kiddush before going to shul, even before
dark. Although this is not the usual Lubavitch minhag, it is preferable than
making Kiddush during the hour.

Guests — The Rebbe writes that this minhag applies even in the event of
guests, since it is a sakana issue. However, it is still restricted to what |
wrote above.

Children — Children do not need to wait for Kiddush to eat, not even

for chinuch. Most likely the situation can be ameliorated somewhat if
they are given something to eat until Kiddush is made. In fact, if they are
hungry one is not allowed to stop them from eating.
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IS IT BETTER TO MAKE KIDDUSH ON MY OWN?

QUESTION: What is the source for the prevalent preference for one to
make his own Kiddush by night. Does it also apply on Shabbos day?

ANSWER: According to halacha, although one may make Kiddush
themselves, it’s preferable to be yotze from someone else in order to
have %n m177 0y 2112 The King’s glory is evident amidst a multitude of
people.” (see Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch OC 213:6).

However, the custom is otherwise, seemingly because it’s difficult to
concentrate on the bracha.

See also Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch OC 59:4 that ideally one should
listen to the blessings which [precede] the Shema from the chazan, but
since they are long brachos and one can space out during the bracha
therefore one should say it on his own.

It seems like since Friday night Kiddush is longer therefore people prefer
making Kiddush themselves. Shabbos day is a shorter Kiddush therefore
people rely on someone else.

See further reasons in the references below.
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MAKING KIDDUSH A SECOND TIME FOR WIFE.

QUESTION: The Alter Rebbe in ay1 120 says that a%nn>% one
shouldn’t make Kiddush for someone else if they have already been
x¥1 unless they can’t make Kiddush on their own. If | made Kiddush
on Shabbos day in Shul, is it better for my wife to make her own
Kiddush, or can [ make Kiddush again for her, even though she is able
to do so on her own?

ANSWER: For Kiddush by day, there is no need for her to make her own
Kiddush. Even for Kiddush by night, if it’s difficult for her to make her own
Kiddush, the husband may make for her.
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CAN | MAKE KIDDUSH WHERE | AM NOT
PLANNING TO HAVE MY SHABBOS SEUDAH?

QUESTION: T go make Kiddush for somebody on Friday nights not
where | eat my meal. Should [ be Koveya Seuda there or should [ make
Kiddush again where I plan on having my meal?

ANSWER: You should be Koveya Seuda where you make the kiddush.

2’03710 9w
Alternatively, you can have the one hearing Kiddush eat a seudah and you
make Kiddush again later where you will eat a meal.

Also if  am to be Koveya Seuda is it enough to do it on mezonos?
ANSWER: Yes.
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WINE SEEN BY A NON-JEW.

QUESTION: My cleaning help saw a bottle of non-Mevushal wine on
my dining room table but she did not touch it. Can it be used for
Kiddush? Can it be used just as a drink?

ANSWER: The wine is permissible. Some have a stringency — not rooted
in halacha — not to use the wine for Kiddush or other kos shel bracha.
Many Chassidim practice this stringency. Others are particular not to use
it at all.

Below is a brief informative discussion on the general topic:

Wine Touched by Non-Jews. Wine which is not Mevushal, boiled, and
touched by a non-Jew, or by a Jew who desecrates the Shabbos publicly,
is forbidden to be drunk by a Jew, and in many cases forbidden to derive
benefit from as well. If the bottle of wine was touched when it was
closed, even if it was not sealed, the wine is permissible. However, the
bottle must be sealed with a anIn 712 onn, a double seal, if left alone in
the presence of non-Jew.

If a non-Jew touched an open vessel with wine in it, but did not shake it,

the wine is permissible as long as there was a Jew watching to make sure
that the non-Jew did not shake the wine. Nevertheless, some people are
particular not to drink that wine as a Midas Chassidus, pious behavior.

Another stringency, not a halachic issue but a Kabbalistic one: some
people are meticulous about a non-Jew not seeing their wine, in addition
to not touching it. This is something which is not mentioned in traditional
halachic sources. Many individuals have adopted this stringency and keep
their wine bottles covered with a paper bag so that it should not be seen
by a non-Jew. The common custom is to limit this practice to wine used
for Kiddush, Havdallah, Zimun, and other Mitzvos.
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COVERING THE BOTTLE OF WINE WHILE MAKING
KIDDUSH.

QUESTION: I've seen people being careful to cover an open bottle
while making Kiddush. From what [ understand it’s not an halachic
issue of ouo but I heard it was a minhag by the Baal Shem Tov. Is
there a source for this?

ANSWER: A ruling of our sages in days gone by called for covering water
and other liquids due to the danger venomous snakes posed to drinking
water. These days we are generally not concerned about "3 (exposure)
of drinking water or other liquids.

However, 191am 1 (wine that was left uncovered) for a substantial amount
of time should not be used for kiddush. This is because Kiddush demands
a higher standard of nno% x3372pn... (If you were to offer it as a gift to
your governor, would he accept you or favor you?) Whatever is not
deemed chashuv (worthy) for a dignitary is not halachically fit

for Kiddush; wine left standing without a cork certainly loses

its chashivus.

But if the wine is left uncovered only for a nvyn nvw (short period of time,
which some poskim define as twenty minutes), 75 %3 15pn% px (there is no
need to be so strict), especially in areas where dignitaries are not
particular either—unless the wine has lost its taste or smell.

At what point does uncorked wine become unfit for kiddush?

Poskim differ on this: Some cite the fact that we leave our cups of wine
uncovered for several hours during the Pesach seder. Others respond that
the seder is one long, continuous mitzvah, and that the wine is being
watched throughout; therefore, they claim, wine being drunk at

the seder cannot be compared to other wine.

On a related note, there’s a tradition quoted in the name of the Baal
Shem Tov to keep the bottle of wine covered while one recites Kiddush.
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DRINKING KIDDUSH WINE.

QUESTION: After Friday night and day Kiddush, I see people drinking
the cup of wine and then before giving out to other people, they pour
more wine from the bottle of wine into their cup and then give out
(even if its enough to give out before refilling the Kiddush cup).

[ am curious to know the halacha on that (or maybe it's a Minhag).

ANSWER: One should not give wine which has become o, defected,
through someone drinking from it first, to participants. Some maintain
that if the participant drinks from the original Kiddush cup it is not
considered o1s.

A better practice would be to pour wine out from the Kiddush cup into
another cup prior to drinking the wine. But the others shouldn’t drink till
he finishes drinking.
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QUESTION: What do you mean when you say pour into another cup
before drinking? Don’t you need a reviis?

ANSWER: A reviis is only for Kiddush. One need not drink a reviis. Most
of the reviis is enough. Clarification: When pouring out make sure a reviis
remains in the cup, as I’chatchila one must drink from a cup which has a
reviis.
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WHATS THE IDEAL WAY TO DRINK WINE FROM
THE KIDDUSH CUP?

QUESTION: While most people listening to Kiddush take a small sip
from the Kiddush cup (or have wine poured into their cups from it), |
have seen some pour a little wine into their cup before Kiddush and
then drink it after Kiddush, without getting anything from the »w o013
oM

[s the latter practice acceptable? If yes, is it as good as the former, or is
it an inferior way of doing it?

ANSWER: The latter approach is superior and is recommended in Alter
Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch 190:5. Some say that in this case the individual
cups must contain a reviis. However, there is no evidence to support this
theory.
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DO LISTENERS NEED TO DRINK FROM THE
KIDDUSH WINE?

QUESTION: When listening to another making Kiddush, must the
listener drink wine as well? Does it make a difference whether it is
night Kiddush or day Kiddush?

ANSWER: It's not a requirement rather a an217 1 mx» — the optimum
manner of fulfilling the mitzvah.
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INTERRUPTION BETWEEN KIDDUSH AND
WASHING.

QUESTION: Can I prepare food for the Seudah between Kiddush and
Washing, if it will not cause me to delay the washing? For example:
there are lots of guests waiting for the sink, can I finish preparing
salads meanwhile?

Also if someone is at the door may someone go (leave the room) to get
the door between Kiddush and Hamotzi?

ANSWER: Both are OK. (When possible, Hamotzi should be made before
opening the door).
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SIPPING WINE AFTER WASHING FOR HAMOTZI.

QUESTION: May one sip Kiddush wine/grape juice after washing for
Hamotzi, but before eating the Challah?

ANSWER: It is forbidden to eat or drink anything between washing the
hands and eating the Challah.
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WASHING ON SHABBOS DAY

QUESTION: Do I need to wash on Shabbos day If | don’t want to? It’s too
heavy etc....

ANSWER: Eating Challa by the Shabbos meals is of primary importance
and should be practiced, unless there is a medical consideration.

The required amount per meal is only slightly more than the volume of an
egg (see notel) and thus a healthy person shouldn’t feel too heavy from
eating just that amount.

If there is a concern that one might not feel well (aside for usual
tiredness) after eating this minimal amount, or it would cause pain, there
would then be place to advise an alternative to eating an K’beitza of
Challah, as there may be a medical consideration to take into account. In
this case, one can suffice with eating only one Kazayis of bread. (Shulchan
Aruch Admor Hazaken Orach Chayim 274:6.)

Additionally, there is the view of the Maharil (the Alter Rebbe’s brother)
who testified that towards the end of his life the Alter Rebbe changed his
earlier ruling and said that one fulfills the obligation of a “Seudah” for
Shabbos also with Mezonos. This would only apply to baked Mezonos
foods 73 1°xw an® foods that when affixing a meal on it and eating the
requisite amount would acquire the Bracha of Hamotzi. However this
should only be relied on in cases of great need, not under ordinary
circumstances.
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LECHEM MISHNAH

QUESTION: Can | make Lechem Mishnah with one challah still in its clear
plastic bag when | don’t plan on using the second one anyway? Or must
both challos be removed?

ANSWER: Ideally, it should be removed from the bag and both challos
should be touching each other.
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BREAK-APART CHALLAH

QUESTION: What is the status of break-apart Challah in regards to
Lechem Mishna? Can the pieces of the break-apart Challah be considered

a shleima?
ANSWER: It is fine.
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COVERING THE CHALLAH DURING HAMOTZI

QUESTION: I've seen people covering the Challos during the Brocha of
Hamotzi on Shabbos. | didn’t see this in the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch.
Is there any Chabad Minhag regarding this?

ANSWER: While the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch states to cover the
Challos until after Kiddush, rumor has it that the Rebbe had them covered
till after Hamotzi.
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RECITING YOUR OWN BRACHA HAMOTZI OR
LISTEN AND ANSWER AMEN TO THE BRACHAH OF
THE BAAL HABAYIS?

QUESTION: On Shabbos when we wash hands for Hamotzi, do we need
to say the Bracha Hamotzi or just say Amen to Baal Habayis? Do we have
to say Amen or is it an Hefsek since we have already washed?

ANSWER: According to Halacha it is sufficient to respond Amen to the
Bracha of the Baal Habayis and there is no need to say your own Hamotzi.
Nonetheless, many have the custom that everybody says their own
Hamotzi.

Regardless, Amen must be said, and it is not a Hefsek, even if you are
making your own Hamotzi.
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WHAT IS THE MINIMUM AMOUNT OF CHALLAH
ONE CAN EAT AND STILL BE ABLE TO WASH &
BENTCH?

QUESTION: What is the minimum of challah/Matzah one can eat and
still be able to wash/bentch?

Over the years I've seen many different places where there is a weight
amount or a description such as “kazayis” or “kabeitza” to describe

food shiurim. These leave a person very confused as to the exact amount
of food. Would the Rav be so kind as to describe the size of a piece of
challah or the amount of matzah (usually box Square Matzah)? (e.g. The
amount of challah comparable to a golf ball or two golf balls etc or a
different item that the challah could be measured against).

Additionally, does the shiur consist of only the Hamotzi food, or could
something that’s put on top of the challah/matzah also count as part of
the shiur? (Let’s say if someone puts egg salad or tuna salad on challah,
can this be counted and this way one eats let’s of the actual Hamotzi food
but can nevertheless still wash and bench).

And finally, is there a time frame in which one needs to eat the shiur?

ANSWER: One must wash (without a Bracha) and make Hamotzi for even
the smallest amount.

One must wash with a Bracha if he’s planning on eating a K’beitza. This is
approximately 2 K’zeizim. Each K’zayis should be eaten within K’dei
Achilas Pras (= 4 minutes) and without pausing between the two of them.

One must make a Birchas Hamazon if he ate a K’zayis of bread within 4
minutes. Other foods do not count for this amount. If 4 minutes proves to
be too difficult, one can be lenient and eat it within 6 minutes but should
eat approximately the size of 1/3 of a K’beitza within 4 minutes. If one is
not sure if it was eaten in the right amount of time — if he is satiated, he
should still make a Birchas Hamazon.
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Torah measurements are usually volume-based, not weight. A K’zayis is
the approximate volume of half an average size egg. A K’beizah is the
volume of an average size egg. Nonetheless, for simplicity, they have
been converted to weight measurements, although the weight
measurements are far from accurate. This is because different foods with
an equal volume weigh differently. The following is the weight for water;
bread and certainly matzah weighs less. For a K’beitza this is approx. 53.8
gram or 1.89 oz. For a K’zayis, approx. 25.6 gram or 0.90 oz.

One-third of a standard square machine matza is approximately a K’zayis.
With bread, it is harder to measure, as they are not uniform but it is
approximately the size of what would fit into a small I'’chaim cup. In order
to be safe, one should err on the side of caution and eat slightly more
than the shiur - due to a number of reasons, among them since some
crumbs remain between the teeth.
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HAVDALLAR




CAN | LCHATCHILLAH MAKE HAVDALLAH BEFORE
MAARIV?

ANSWER: Yes.
P.S. Although one can make Havdallah before Maariv, some are particular
not to do so.
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OVERFLOWING THE BECHER WITH WINE.

There is a custom to fill the Havdallah cup all the way until it is
overflowing as that is considered a siman bracha, a sign of blessing. It is
not an issue of n’nwn %3, being wasteful, or 17318 »113, treating food
disrespectfully, as it is only a small amount that is being spilled out -
especially today when virtually everyone has a plate underneath the cup
and the spilled wine is not wasted anyway.

Some authorities suggest that this should also be done with any kos shel
bracha, and indeed the Rebbe as well as some Sefardi poskim, suggested
it should be done every single time we make Kiddush. In this way, the
overflowing of the wine which symbolizes an overflowing of brachos will
bring a siman bracha not only in the beginning of the week on Motzei
Shabbos, but every time we make Kiddush and do other mitzvos which
require a kos of wine, such as a bris, chuppah, or sheva brachos.
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HAVDALLAH CANDLES.

QUESTION: Do the wicks of the Havdallah candle need to be touching
or is it enough that the two wicks are in one candle?

ANSWER: Both are fine but it’s preferable that the wicks be touching.
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WHAT TYPE OF CANDLE SHOULD WE USE FOR
HAVDALLAH?

QUESTION: Is it more mehudar to have many wicks in the Havdallah
candle?

ANSWER: Yes, there is a hiddur mitzvah to have more than one flame for
the Havdallah candle.

The Alter Rebbe writes in Shulchan Aruch (298:4):

“The optimum manner of fulfilling the mitzvah is to recite the blessing
over a torch containing many [burning] brands and many [sources of]
light, for the blessing uses the wording “borei meorei ha’eish” [“Who
created the lights of fire” in the plural], an expression implying many
sources of light.”

QUESTION: Is there an inyan to specifically use a beeswax candle?

ANSWER: Yes, there is an inyan in a beeswax candle for Havdallah as
brought in halacha and Chassidus as well (see sources below).

The Alter Rebbe writes at the end of the above paragraph:

“There are those who, for an esoteric reason, customarily recite
Havdallah using a torch made from beeswax candles.”
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DO WOMEN MAKE A BRACHA ON THE FIRE BY
HAVDALLAH?

QUESTION: I've noticed many ladies do not make the bracha of x11a
wxn »nxn by Havdallah. Is there a source or reasoning for this? And
what is our custom?

ANSWER: Indeed, some women do not say this bracha .

According to our custom — a woman may choose to say it, and she should
say it if she’s the one making Havdallah.

The custom, however, is that women do not look at the nails, although
they are required to be within view of the flame, and be close enough to
benefit from its light.
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ADDING WINE TO THE BECHER AFTER WINE IS
SPILLED OUT.

QUESTION: Do I have to add wine to the becher of Havdallah after the
bracha on the fire?

And is there an inyan to do so by Kiddush too if wine pours off the
becher during Kiddush?

ANSWER: Yes, the cup should be refilled if it spills and is not full before
the bracha of Havdallah (or Kiddush) and certainly if it is not full before
the bracha of Hagafen is said.
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EXTINGUISHING THE HAVDALLAH CANDLE.

QUESTION: Should one pour the wine over the Havdallah candle to
extinguish it, or should he first pour the wine into the plate and then
dip the candle in the wine to extinguish it?

ANSWER: From the 71w of the Alter Rebbe it appears that the wine
should be poured on the table or on the plate and then one should put
out the candle in the wine. However, pouring on the candle is also
acceptable and fits in with the reason of this custom.
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| CANT MAKE HAVDALLAH, NOR CAN ANYONE
ELSE DO IT FOR ME..

QUESTION: I ate tonight (Motzei Yom Kippur) without Havdallah
because I don’t fast well and cannot drink anything after a fast or [
throw up. I can’t drink tea, coffee, or take in any liquid including water
after fasts as it makes me vomit. I am a woman, so I'm limited in
choices about people making Havdallah for me. I'm staying on my own,
so no one was there to make Havdallah for me. Can [

say Havdallah and have someone else to drink for me? Everyone was
already yotze Havdallah. I am not able to drink anything or it will make
me feel worse.

ANSWER: If you can’t find anyone that was not yotze Havdallah to drink
the wine, coffee or tea, you shouldn’t make Havdallah.
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WHAT DO | DO IF IT IS MONDAY AND | ONLY
JUST REALIZED THAT | DIDNT HEAR HAVDALLAH
ON MOTZElI SHABBOS?

ANSWER: Make Havdallah right away (you are not allowed to eat until
you make Havdallah). Start from “Hineh” as usual. Besamim and the
Havdallah candle are not used at all.
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WHEN A CHILD MISSED HAVDALLAH.

QUESTION: If a child who is the age of Chinuch was sleeping and
missed Havdallah, should he make/hear Havdallah on Sunday
morning?

ANSWER: Yes, although some are lenient about this.

PS. This answer is specifically about Motzei Shabbos Havdallah, not
Motzei Yom Tov (when even adults shouldn’t make up Havdallah).
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IS 92 10>1 SAID AFTER 713% wi1p OR BEFORE?

QUESTION: Bochurim who are being xxv from n%727 in Shul, should
they first say 72 in»1 and then say m12% wrvp or vice versa?

ANSWER: Right after Havdallah, before Kiddush Levanah.
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SHOULD 7% 30" BE RECITED WHILE STANDING?

ANSWER: Yes, there is a tradition to say say > 10" while standing, and
this is our Minhag. Indeed, the Rebbe usually did so in public (and as far as
we know in private as well).
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SAYING 7% 10" TOGETHER

QUESTION: Should we say 72 10" from one siddur, or can we say it
together from two separate siddurim?

ANSWER: From one siddur.
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IF | FORGOT TO SAY 7% 10y ON MOTZEI SHABBOS,
DID | MISS MY CHANCE TO SAY IT?

ANSWER: Since it is all pesukim from the Torah, there is no reason it can’t
be said on Sunday.

Additionally, since the reason is to say pesukim in the beginning of the
week as a siman tov, Sunday is also fine.

Furthermore, just like Havdallah can be said until Tuesday, this should be
no different. Indeed, there were tzadikim who advised it be said even on

Tuesday.
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FRESH WATER AFTER SHABBOS.

QUESTION: I heard that we cannot use the hot drinking water that was
used during Shabbos, again after Shabbos, and after Shabbos we need to
use fresh water. | didn’t hear the reason why. Is this a minhag?

ANSWER: There is a custom recorded in Shulchan Aruch to draw water
from a well or natural spring on Motzei Shabbos, because the Well of
Miriam is found in them at that time, and drinking from the Well of
Miriam cures a person from his/her diseases (see Sicha of the Rebbe
qguoted below).

Based on this many have a custom to “draw” new water (at least from the
sink) on Motzei Shabbos.
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MELACHA ON MOTZEI SHABBOS.

QUESTION: Is it permitted to crochet on Motzei Shabbos? I've heard
that women can’t sew on Motzei Shabbos.

ANSWER: The halacha is one may not do melacha on Motzei Shabbos
until after Havdalah. In order to permit melacha, one should at least
recite v7ann TM2.

There is a chumra brought in poskim that a baal nefesh should be
stringent, even after saying 1n13n anx in Maariv and reciting?7ani 9112,
not to do melacha before the community finishes reciting Seder Kedusha,
the extra tefillos after Maariv (w17p nx).

Some have a custom not to do a fixed melacha until after Melava Malka.
One example mentioned specifically is sewing, which includes crocheting.

Certain families adopted a custom that women, and in some cases men
too, don’t do melacha until midnight or even the entire

night. Poskim argue whether one should keep this minhag. If this is one’s
family minhag, it should be adhered too.
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SHOPPING ON MOTZEI SHABBOS.

QUESTION: Is there any reason not to go shopping on Motzei Shabbos? |
thought | once heard that it is better not to, but people tell me there is no
problem with it.

ANSWER: Halachically there is no problem with shopping on Motzei
Shabbos.

The Rebbe Rashab would not give out money for household expenses on
Motzei Shabbos. Instead, he would give the money to his Rebbetzin
before Shabbos and she would buy things on Motzei Shabbos.

From this is evident 1 of 2 things: either that it was a private minhag of
the Rebbe Rashab, or that his minhag was only to refrain from
designating money but not from shopping itself.
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ARE THERE CHABAD MINHAGIM ASSOCIATED
WITH MELAVA MALKA?

ANSWER: There are no specific Chabad Minhogim associated with
Melava Malka. It is recorded that the Rebbe would be makpid to wash for
this Meal. It is not our Minhag to recite the Piutim and Zemiros for Melava
Malka.

There is a minhag to light many candles on Motzei Shabbos to increase
light, similar to what is done before Shabbos. The common custom — for
those who practice it — is to light two candles and they are kindled at
Melava Malka, or even earlier but only after Havdallah. Others light them
before Havdallah. Some light 4 candles.
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TABLECLOTH FOR MELAVA MALKA

QUESTION: Is there an inyan to leave the Shabbos tablecloth on Motzei
Shabbos? My wife wants the house to be cleaned and she prefers the
(fresh) weekday tablecloth, but | always feel a little uncomfortable taking
off the Shabbos one so soon. (Is it like Shabbos clothes?)

ANSWER: Preferably, one should remove the Shabbos tablecloth after
Havdalah and then place a new one for Melave Malka. This new one
should be respectable. It’s questionable whether one should ideally avoid
using a tablecloth that is ordinarily used for weekday meals.

Many, however, are accustomed to leave the Shabbos tablecloth on for
the Melave Malka. This is okay as long as some type of act of preparing
the table for the Melava Malka has been done.

Both approaches are acceptable, as long as one’s ultimate intention is to
increase the honor of Shabbos.

Of course, one can choose to accommodate both approaches, by putting
on a new plastic for the Melave Malka tablecloth on top of the Shabbos
linen cloth (even if he doesn’t usually use a plastic on Shabbos).

In your specific case, I'd recommend doing the way your wife desires, for
Shalom Bayis purposes.
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WHAT IS THE CONCEPT OF HAVING SOMETHING
WARM ON MOTZElI SHABBOS?

ANSWER: There are two separate ideas, both derived from the Gemara
in Mesechta Shabbos 119b.

One is to cook something new for Melava Malka (-since it is freshly
cooked it is usually warm but that is not the point-) and the other is to
drink hot water on Motzei Shabbos.

*Cooking something new for Melava Malka is a Halacha, but it is not a full
obligation, rather it is the preferred manner of making Melava Malka. If
this is difficult, one can instead eat fruits for Melava Malka. (this meal is
also a segula for the luz bone etc.)

*Drinking hot water on Motzei Shabbos is not an obligation but rather has
a special healing effect.

The common Chabad custom (not unique to Chabad) is to make Hamotzi
and cook something new (not necessarily fleishig) for Melava Malka and
drink hot water/tea.

P.S In Likutei Sichos vol 36 p. 70 there is a Sicha in which the Rebbe
explains at length the Halachic and symbolic idea of Melave Malka etc.
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MUST MELAVA MALKA BE EATEN BEFORE
CHATZOS HALAYLA OR IS IT JUST AS GOOD TO
DO IT AFTER?

ANSWER: One should eat Melava Malka as close as possible to Shabbos
and avoid other activities till eating Melava Malka. Preferably it should at
least be before Chatzos.

If one did not eat Melava Malka before Chatzos, they should eat after
Chatzos.
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AFTER MELAVA MALKA DOES ONE RECITE
523 N1 By OR mbyni 9w IN BENTCHING?

ANSWER: Our custom is to recite mby»ni 9w and n9p *13% any day/time
upon which Tachanun is not said.

Therefore, on a regular Motzei Shabbos these should be recited only if
the Birkas Hamazon is being said before Chatzos, as Tachanun is not
recited up until that time.
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