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B”H
Yimei Hagbala LZman Mattan Toraseinu, 5772
To all residents of Crown Heights, “kan tziva Hashem es ha’bracha”

With the approach of the Yom Tov of Shavuos, for goodness and blessing — especially the way it
comes out this year with three days of holiness in a row — we would like to express our blessings

to all residents of Crown Heights, to receive the Torah with simcha and pnimiyus, in the spirit of
Ahavas and Achdus Yisrael.

Shavuos represents the beginning of a new year (See Megilla 31b). May the Yom Tov herald a new
year full of all the blessings from Alef to Taf: “Shnas Orah (a year of light) ... Shnas Torah.”

In accordance with the well-known instructions of the Rebbe for these days, we all will surely take
advantage of the spiritual arousal of the days of Shavuos and the days of preparation to receive the
Torah, particularly:

a. toincrease in diligent Torah study, strengthening both the general shiurim that apply to all
(Chitas, Rambam, Inyanei Moshiach and Geulah, etc) and one’s individual fixed schedule
of study, each according to his measure, in accordance with Hilchos Talmud Torah. One
should further add additional set times for Torah beyond one’s measure — to the point of
“adding to the Torah” by expanding upon and innovating in Torah, both in quantity and
quality. A special to strengthen and add in public and communal Torah classes and to
strengthen the shiurim in our community.

b.  toincrease in Ahavas and Achdus Yisrael as a preparation for receiving the Torah, as
explained at length in our letter of 28 Nissan.

With the traditional blessing of “Kabolas Hatorah B’Simcha UviPnimiyus, and the true and
complete Geula, teikef u’'miyad MaMo”Sh.

[Signed:]
Rabbi Aharon Yaakov Schwei Rabbi Yosef Yeshaya Braun
Member of the Badatz Member of the Badatz

P.S. As per the request of many, attached is a list of laws and customs that pertain to the upcoming
Yom Tov of Shavuos (based on the notes taken at a shiur that was said and publicized last year).



What Do I Do for

Shavuos

from a speech by Rabbi YY Braun, shlita, member of the Beth Din of Crown Heights

A person who traveled across the International
Date Line during sefira should ask a Rav how and
when to celebrate Shavuos, as early as possible.

We do not say Tachanun nor do we fast from
Rosh Chodesh Sivan until the 12 of Sivan.

In the days preceding Shavuos, we should
prepare ourselves in all the ways the Jews prepared
themselves for Matan Torah originally. The Rebbe
infers this from the detailed citation of the Alter Rebbe
in Orach Chayim Sman 494, “From Rosh Chodesh
Sivan...Moshe began preparing the Yidden for Matan
Torah.” (from Likkutei Sichos vol 38, pg 6)

We best prepare for receiving the Torah by
increasing in our diligence in studying Torah, as is
self-evident. There is a letter of the Frierdiker Rebbe
in the year 5700, instructing the yeshivos to set up a
seder of learning on Shavuos. In another letter, the
Frierdiker Rebbe requests that this directive be widely
disseminated. A sicha of the Rebbe on Shavuos 5710
calls for learning and publicizing this letter.

It’s a mitzvah to have your hair cut before
every yom tov, so as not to enter into the yom tov
unkempt. (Shluchan Aruch, Alter Rebbe Siman 529).
The prohibition of haircutting on chol hamoed was
instituted especially so that people should not delay
visiting the barber.

This is especially so with regard to erev Shavous,
where we have not cut our hair throughout sefira.
Minhag Chabad is to take a haircut only on erev
Shavuos. This is a stringency based on Kabbalah (and
is not necessarily for reasons of mourning).

This year, however, erev Shavuos coincides with
Shabbos. We therefore cut our hair one day earlier, on
erev Shabbos. (Avodas HaKodesh (Chidah); Minchas
Elazar. See Kovetz of Rabbi Dvorkin, p. 61: “It is
obvious to me for a number of reasons that one should
have a haircut on erev Shabbos [in this case]. I in fact

did so myself, and just as the barber began to cut my
hair, his telephone rang — it was Rabbi Chodakov; the
barber asked me if he could go immediately to give the
Rebbe a haircut.”)

To facilitate his family’s simcha on yom tov, a
husband is biblically obligated to purchase clothing and
jewelry for his wife, and “kloyos v'egozim” (i.e. nosh)
for his children. The Rebbe once commented regarding
Pesach that a picture haggada for children can be
considered (albeit chassidish) “nosh.”

“One should purify himself before yom ton.”
This refers to going to the mikveh, in addition to other
spiritual preparations.

Routine blood tests should not be done on erev
Shavuos. The Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch notes a
dispute among the poskim about procedures that might
not be included in the prohibition of “letting blood”,
which has led to leniencies with regard to blood tests on
erev yom tov, generally. However, it is recommended to
refrain on erev Shavous since there is also an aspect of
sakana.

This year, when erev Shavuos is Shabbos, we should
avoid blood tests on erev Shabbos. (Shaalos u’Teshuvos
Mahari Brona in the name of the Maharil.)

Tzedakah: Those accustomed to giving tzedakah
each day should remember to give extra on this erev
Shabbos — giving in advance for both Shabbos and
Shavuos. This concept applies to every erev Shabbos
and Yom Tov. (Likkutei Sichos, vol. 28, p. 313.)

Preparing fire for candle lighting: On Friday,
one should prepare a candle or flame that will be able
to burn safely for more than 48 hours, For example: a
Yahrzeit candle. This will be used to light the Yom Tov
Candles for the first and second nights of Shavuos.

Shtei HaLechem: With the speedy
coming of Moshiach, the following law
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will apply: In the Beis HaMikdash, when erev
Shavuos coincides with Shabbos, the two
loaves for the Shavuos offering must be baked
one day early — on erev Shabbos. The two
loaves will then be eaten on the third day after
they were baked.

Flowers in full bloom may be moved on yom
tov, as long as there was the intention to move them
beforehand or they were set aside for a permissible
purpose. Water may also be added to the vase, but it
cannot be changed. This is only allowed on yom tov,
not on Shabbos. (Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch, Siman
366. In Igros Kodesh ,the Rebbe points out a printing
mistake in this halacha)

This year, because erev Shavuos is Shabbos, we must
not arrange the flowers on Shabbos since that would
be considered preparing for the next day. (Shulchan
Aruch Admur Hazaken.)

Lechem HaPanim: With the coming
of Moshiach, the following will apply:
When Yom Tov and Shabbos fall next to each
other, as it does this year, then all of the
divisions of Kohanim that are present in the
Beis HaMikdash equally divide the weekly
showbread between themselves. [Otherwise,
it would be divided only between the division
of Kohanim allotted to that week’s service.]
(Sukkah, ch. 5, mishnah 7.)

One who goes to sleep on Shabbos afternoon,
should not say explicitly that he is doing so in order to
prepare for Shavuos.

On Shabbos erev Shavuos, we should refrain
from washing our hands for a meal from the tenth
hour of the day. Therefore, those who are accustomed
to washing for seudas shlishis should do so before this
time. If for whatever reason, one did not eat seudah
shlishis earlier, he should eat it even after the tenth
hour. (Shulchan Aruch Admur Hazaken.) In the latter
case, he should only eat a small quantity of food.
(Minhagei Maharil.)

On the first night of Shavuos, we must recite
Baruch ha-mavdil bein kodesh le-kodesh before lighting
the Yom Tov candles.

In Maariv, remember to recite vatodi’einu. One

who forgot this passage cannot perform activities that
are forbidden on Shabbos but otherwise permitted

on Yom Tov — until he recites Havdalah or Baruch
hamavdil bein kodesh le-kodesh.

Kiddush on the first night of Shavuos this
year must include Havdalah and therefore follows the
sequence of YaKNaHaZ — (1) Borei peri ha-gafen; (2)
Kiddush; (3) Borei mei’orei ha-esh; (4) Havdalah; and
(5) Shehechiyanu.

The Chabad custom during Havdalah on Yom
Tov is to gaze at our fingernails but not to draw them
close to the flames.

“Accept the yoke of Torah,” the Frierdiker Rebbe
writes (Sefer Hasichos 5704 pg 127). We should do
this on Shavous evening both in our hearts and also
verbally, saying: “Ribono shel olam, 1 hereby accept
upon myself the yoke of Torah”.

The Baal Shem Tov instructed to take special
care not to speak idle talk until after reciting “kesser”.
The time for tikkun leil Shavuos should not be wasted
in idle chatter, as we would therefore lose the benefit of
having stayed awake.

Reciting the tikkun throughout Shavuos night
does not exempt us from reciting krias shema at the
proper time in the morning, and we must plan our sleep
schedule accordingly. It is our (unpublicized) minhag
to recite the morning brachos as usual.

The custom to eat a milchige meal on Shavuos
does not substitute the need to fulfill the mitzvah of a
fleishige meal. We are not permitted to eat dairy and
meat products in the same meal even if we wait the
necessary time in between courses. Therefore, a bracha
acharona on the milchig foods should be recited before
washing.

It is our custom to wait one hour between milk
and meat. This spans the time from finishing milchigs
to beginning eating fleishigs, so washing can commence
soon after concluding the dairy meal.

We should use this opportunity to teach our children
to wait between eating dairy and meat, each according
to his/her age.

Is it six-hour cheese? American cheese can
certainly be considered one-hour cheese. Other hard
cheeses may be “six--hour” cheeses; there are some



poskim who require waiting one hour for each month it
takes to produce the cheese. Modern cheese production
has changed the curing process drastically and this
further varies their rulings.

For our purposes, we will cite the Yad Yehuda (Yorah
Deah 69), who posits that we need not be concerned of
the possible “six-hour” status of cheese that is melted,
and it requires only a one-hour wait. Thus, with regard
to modern cheeses which are melted, one may be
lenient.

The brocha on cheesecake that has even a
thin crust is mezonos. The question is whether an
al hamichya can be recited if the crust itself is not a
full kezayis. In this case, we determine the amount
necessary (kdei achilas pras) to be one-sixth of the
total volume. If you are not sure that this requirement
is fulfilled, take another piece of mezonos and also
another food that calls for a borei nefashos and make
both brachos acharonos.

A bracha acharona must be recited on the
milchige meal before washing for the second meal. If
a person forgets, it should be made during the meal. If
birchas hamazon was already said, an al hamichya is

no longer required, but a borei nefashos, if necessary,
should be said.

When eating mezonos at the milchige meal,
take care not to eat so much as to be koveah seudah,
otherwise you may need to say birchas hamazon. (See
Seder Birchas Hanehenin, Chapter 2)

A Kiddush cup used at the milchige meal should
not be used again at the fleishige meal, in case any dairy
residue remains on the cup.

Laws pertaining to the era of moshiach:
Bikurim are not brought before Shavuos
(Bikurim chapter 1, mishna 3). On the
holiday itself, there are different opinions in
the Rishonim as to whether it is permissible
to bring Bikurim (see Tosefos Bechoros 26a
— Melayascha. Maharit Algazi ibid. Minchas
Chinuch mitzva 18. Sh”ut Igros Moshe
Orach Chaim vol. 1 inyanei kodshim siman
1).

Korbonos of the holiday: in addition to the
individual korbonos that everyone had to

bring (olas r’eyah, shalmei chagiga, and
shalmei simcha) communal korbonos are
brought for the holiday, a korbon musaf
that includes: two cows, one ram, and seven
lambs — for an olah, and a goat for a chatas,
as detailed in parshas Pinchas. In addition,
a korbon “mincha chadasha” is brought on
Shavuos which consists of two loaves of bread
from the new wheat (“shtei ha’lechem”)
and offered with the bread were; seven
unblemished lambs, one ox, two rams — for
an olah, a goat for a chatas, and two lambs
for shlamim, as detailed in parshas Emor.

Because of the extra goat on Shavuos which is brought
together with the two loaves, our custom, according to
the Alter Rebbe (unlike the view of the Daas Zekeinim
M’Baalei Tosfos Pinchas 28, 28), is to say in the musaf
prayer of Shavuos “two goats for atonement” (see
Shaar Ha’Kollel 40:15, glosses from the Rebbe ibid.
See also sources cited in HaMoadim B’Halacha vol. 2
p. 82).

Tashlumin: During the days immediately
following Shavuos, we may offer the following
mandatory Yom Tov sacrifices that we did not
have an opportunity to offer during Yom Tov:
shalmei simchah and chagigah.

As for the olas r’eyah, although the
established halacha is like Beis Hillel who
say it is permissible to bring it on Yom Tov
itself, still in this case, Beis Hillel did as Beis
Shamai said, and many Jews did the same,
not to bring them on Yom Tov (since it is not
needed for food we do not desecrate the Yom
Tov for it, since it is possible to bring it after
Yom Tov), and brought it after Yom Tov, the
day after Shavuos (Shulchan Aruch Ha’Rav
Orach Chaim siman 494, se¢’if 19. See
Likutei Sichos vol. 28, p. 24 and on, and the
footnotes).

The day after Shavuos is called Yom T’voach, i.e. when
the olos r'eyah were brought. For this reason, it is
forbidden to fast on Isru Chag Shavuos by force of law
(not merely per custom as it is on other days of Isru
Chag).
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