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A Practical Halachah Video, Audio
or Text, in Less than 60 Seconds a Day —
Every Day!

Please note that these halachos apply in general situations. In unique
circumstances, a different halacha may apply. If you are unsure whether
the halacha applies to your particular situation, please consult a Rov



Sunday |lwx oI

Whether or not one is responsible for replacing tzedakah
money that was stolen while in their possession depends on
their shomer (guardian) status. Following are some of the
general guidelines:

If the tzedakah money had not been designated to a
particular recipient yet, no one has a claim to it; thus
the one that was holding the money doesn’t have the
status of a shomer, and is not obligated to replace it.
There is, however, room for stringency latzeis yedei
Shamayim (to do the right thing).

If a specific amount of money was earmarked for a
recipient the person holding the money is considered
a shomer. If the guardian receives no benefit from
guarding the money, they have the status of a shomer
chinam (an unpaid guardian). Therefore, if the money
was guarded properly and not left in a pushka in full
view, or other unsafe place, they are exempt from
replacing the money. Nonetheless, it’s recommended
to be stringent, and repay the money to tzedakah.

In a case that they do derive benefit from safeguarding
the money—either through the prestige accorded a
gabbai tzedakah (one officially in charge of tzedakah
funds), or because they often borrow from the
tzedakah fund—they are regarded as a shomer sachar
(a paid guardian) and are obligated to replace the loss.
If one’s own tzedakah money (such as money set
aside for mauser) was stolen, their (the victim’s)
commitment to fzedakah may remain unfulfilled
until the money is replaced. Whether or not they

are required to replace the money depends on

many factors, but those are beyond the scope of this
halachah.

In case it’s determined that mauaser money has to be
replaced, one may deduct the sum of the stolen money
from their total income, thus lowering the amount
they owe for mauaser. 55

Monday e or

Chewing gum raises three halachic issues:

Some poskim say that a brachah shouldn’t be said
before chewing gum because it’s simply being chewed
and no food is being ingested. However, the consensus
among poskim is that since the one chewing gum
derives pleasure and nutrition from it—as one does
from eating—a brachah should in fact be said.

Gum is typically chewed while going about one’s



business, often while going from room to room, or

even outdoors. The halachah is that food with an after-
brachah of borei nefashos requires a new brachah rishona
(brachah before eating) if one goes to another room
from where they can’t see the room where they made the
brachah. This issue can be resolved by having in mind
when saying the brachah that they may be moving from
room to room; but if one leaves the house, prior intent
doesn't count.

o Gum is often chewed while walking outdoors. The
Gemara says, “Haocheil bashuk domeh I'kelev” (one who
eats outdoors is likened to a dog), and is disqualified
from giving eidus (testimony). Nevertheless, poskim
say that one can be lenient nowadays since this
behavior has become “the new normal”—but may
still be inappropriate, especially for a talmid chacham.
Albeit chewing isn't the same as eating, it's nonetheless
inappropriate.

The second and third points apply to eating candy and ice

cream as well.

Tuesday 'w'w o

If one undertook a minhag tov (positive practice) such as
prishus (abstaining from a certain indulgence) or a chumra
(an added stringency in the performance of a mitzvah) with
the intention of adhering to it permanently, or if they did it
three times—after which it becomes halachically binding—
they would have to do hataras nedarim (have the vow
nullified by a beis din) if they wish to stop doing it. This is
because the new practice has acquired the properties of a vow.
However, if the practice was based on a mistaken
assumption—such as the incorrect notion that one should
stand during a certain part of the davening—then it’s
deemed a minhag taus (a mistaken practice), and it may be
discontinued without resorting to hataras nedarim.

Wednesday 'van or

Those with high kashrus standards must sometimes choose
between offending their host and compromising their
principles.

It should be noted that stating the issues—what on the menu
they feel comfortable eating, and what they don’t—in a polite,
mentchliche (sensitive) manner will often go over without the
host being offended.

However, in an uncomfortable situation, one may be lenient
and use utensils that came in contact with food that one
avoids due to a chumrah (stringency). Similarly, if necessary,



one may eat food that is mutar bidieved (permitted after the
fact), which they don’t usually eat. Obviously, none of this
applies if the food is assur min hadin (inherently forbidden).
On their part, hosts should be sensitive to their guest’s needs
and refrain from serving food that is not up to their guest’s
kashrus standards. This is actually a halachic requirement,
and not merely proper etiquette.

Thursday 'wmn o

If one suspects their cleaning help of stealing they may be
tempted to leave money in an obvious place to confirm their
suspicion, and to catch the would-be thief red-handed.

The Ben Ish Chai writes, and other poskim concur, that the
above ploy is only permitted if the owner declares the money
hefker (ownerless). However, in a teshuvah (responsum) in
his work, Torah Lishmah, the Ben Ish Chai ruled that doing
so is absolutely forbidden—even if the money was made
hefker.

This is because the prohibition of lifnei iveir (placing a
stumbling block before the unsuspecting) includes also
causing someone to intend to sin and applies to unsuspecting
non-Jews as well. There are other ways to find out whether
someone is stealing, and to better protect one’s valuables;
setting a trap is not permitted by halachah.

Friday wTij naw 21y

Single-handle faucets have lately gained popularity over two-
handle ones. Whereas two-handle faucets have dedicated hot
and cold water handles that control the hot and cold water,
single-handle—or lever-style—faucets control both the hot
and cold water flow with the same handle. Turning on the
single handle faucets releases a mixture of cold and hot water
unless pushed all the way to one direction. This poses a
problem on Shabbos.

We may not turn on the hot water on Shabbos since doing so
causes additional water to be heated to replace the hot water
that was used. There is a greater likelihood of the hot water
being turned on by mistake with a single-handle faucet.
Some might forget to push the handle all the way to the right;
others may not know how a single handle faucet operates. In
addition, some models might release hot water even if the
handle is pushed all the way to the right.

To avoid these potential problems, a faucet with two handles
should be used or the hot water valve should be turned off
before Shabbos. When faced with a one-handle faucet in an
unfamiliar home, there is room to be lenient and assume that
pushing the handle all the way to the right is okay. /!
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Following numerous requests, we we have launched a Chizuk2Go

daily video in honor of the year of Hakhel. With signature clear

and concise delivery, Harav Braun shlita presents a one minute
inspirational video to get you going through the day.

To access Chizuk2Go
Call: 347-696-7802 Email: chizuk2go@gmail.com “subscribe”

WhatsApp: Add 1-347-581-3830 to your contacts then send
a WhatsApp “subscribe” Visit: www.chizuk2Go.com
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Get the "1 Min. Halacha' Dally

Call: (347) 696-7802. Archives can
also be accessed there.

Email: halacha2go@gmall.com
“subscribe” to receive the day's one
minute Halacha audio, video & text.

DG

Visit: www.halacha2go.com to see the
video, text and archives.

WhatsApp: Add 1=347-456-5665 to
your contacts then send a WhatsApp
“subscribe” (video only).

[+972.3.97.86.898 :'"X1] 347.696.7802 :|19U

190N 90N :DNXOUUNRII www.halacha2go.com :1nx
21’7 Nwiza 0w NIwi7Iw N 'waR nnwg 1-347-456-5665
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Note: This is not an endorsement to have or use a
device with internet connection.

Coming Up:

Sunday Kablanus on Shabbos

Monday I'let my friend use my car, and now the audio system
isn't working. Can | hold him responsible?

Tuesday | hired a contractor but failed to set a price in advance;
do | have to pay whatever he demands?

Wednesday My son was fined by the Yeshivah for misbehaving.
May he pay it with ma'aser money?

Thursday  Halachos of Damages with Cars

Friday May | serve a scoop of ice cream over hot cake on
Shabbos?

For sponsorships, dedications, and ads
(347) 465-7703 or email halacha2go@gmail.com
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