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English Section

Gematriya’os

Rev. Aaron Amzalak

1. Sefer Devarim begins with the word "7%x" the numerical
value of 36, alluding to the 36 days that Moshe Rabeinu spoke to
the Yidden starting from vaw "3 - 978 '1. The word "7>°R" also in
the Parsha of Devarim and first mentioned by Moshe Rabeinu
amounts to 36, the same as "7%x".

2. The Belzer rebbe once gave a brilliant insight on a Midrash
In Parshas Vaeschanan. The Midrash states that Hashem came
down with his "nann" (camp) and built the first wall of the Beis
Hamikdosh. Now, the numerical value of the word "mann" is 103.
After Hashem paved the way, Avraham Avinu came down and
built the second wall of the Beis Hamikdosh, referring to it as "2n"
(mountain). The numerical value of 277 is 206 (the value of the
letters total 205, plus one for the word itself) - this is twice the
value of the word nann. After him came Yitzchok Avinu and built
the third wall of the Beis Hamikdosh, referring to it as "77w"
(field). The numerical value of 77w is 309 - three times the value of
the word mann. Yaakov Avinu then built the fourth wall of the Beis
Hamikdosh referring to it as "n°2". The numerical value of n»a is
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412, four times the value of the word inn. Moshe Rabeinu’s
prayer is in the form of "jnnxY", the numerical value of jnnRY is
515, five times the value of the word . Moshe Rabeinu
completes the building of the Beis Hamikdosh by putting on the
roof.

It is also interesting to note that the word "3%5n" (prayer) and
"77w" (song) both have the same numerical value as the word
"Jannx" 515.

3. The word "2py" in the third Parsha of Devarim has the
numerical value of 172 which is the same amount of words as in
the first mn2°777 nwy. That is why it says that Avraham Avinu kept
all the Mitzvos before they were given. This is referred to by the
posuk: "?P2 ornaR vaw WK 2py", i.e. 2py (172) - referring to the
Ten Commandments (172), representing all the Mitzvos - ynw
"772 - he listened to Hashem.

This also represents the 172 years in which Avraham actually
fulfilled all the Mitzvos starting at the age of three (according to
the opinion in the Gemara that Avraham first recognised Hashem
when he was three years old).

4. In Parshas nxn the posuk says 217 02°19% 01 21K nx7"
"...19712. The opening bracha of pesukei dezimra is *mxw mn2",
there are 87 words in aaxw 712 corresponding to the word "1" in
"19 and WwKY" — o>*wn 2w (the head is the finest gold).

It is also interesting to note that there are 87 times in the Torah
where it quotes Hashem addressing Moshe Rabeinu or Moshe

! Note that the word "71m2" is used thirteen times, which has the significance of
the thirteen attributes of mercy. The a»ni wo1 explains that the word 7172 comes
from the word "n2>72" (a pool of water), meaning that Hashem is the source of
all blessing and kindness.
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together with Aharon. And that the first five letters of the posuk
"R "wn PR 7127 have the numerical value of 87.

The word "x727" has the numerical value of 87 as well, may
Hashem fulfill the wishes of our hearts,like it says mb>xwn ' &9n7"
"2 12°.

5. One of the goals in teaching and learning torah is to create a
fear for Hashem. The numerical value of "7n" is 611 and is equal
to that of the word "x°n" (you shall fear).

That is why it says in the posuk (2-83"5 0°27) 29"
"RI°N JYNAY....00NK.

And as we are entering the month of Elul we ask Hashem to
sign us in the book of life. It is interesting to note that the word
"o9or" (the value of the word, plus one for the word itself) is the
same numerical value as the word "o»n" — 68. May Hashem grant
us all a maw s nm 7200,

Carrying In an Unusual Way

Benjy Simons

In (3"» R"9) naw it is taught that a tailor should not walk in the
streets n>wn? Tmo carrying his needle, because he might forget
and mistakenly go out into the o 277 mwn carrying his needle. The
same is with regard to a ym?,pa 292% (scribe and his quill). The
Gemorah explains that even if the scenario were to be where the
tailor has the needle stuck into his garment, or the om>» wedged
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behind the ear of the 2%2%, nevertheless it is forbidden. The
Gemorah asks: there is a principle that if one carries 75772 X%w (in
an unusual manner), one is Mo (i.e. forbidden only 3127771). This
implies that the Rabbonon are making a decree on top of a
previously made decree - 1) A decree that he may not go out on 27y
naw with a needle in his clothing, lest he carry with his hands the
needle out on naw, 2) The decree that he may not carry in an
unusual manner, i.e. in his clothing, lest he come to carry in a usual
manner).

The Gemorah queries this, as this seems to contradict the
principal “j172y X% 77°13% 771 (Rabbonon do not make a decree
on a pre-ordained decree).

The Gemorah answers that for workers this is the usual
manner to carry, and hence there is only one decree (since he is
now carrying in the usual manner we have only the first Gezeira
mentioned above). Accordingly one can also stress on the wording
of yonna v»n KY° RY - “A tailor may not go out with his needle...” —
but for an ordinary person there is no problem to go out with a
needle in his clothing because of the general principal mentioned
above, 1172v X2 775 791 (since this is not his usual manner of
carrying, we are now presented with also the 2" Gezeira
mentioned above).

However in the Gemorah there is also the opinion of Reb
Meir, who holds that the usual way to carry on Shabbos, even with
regard to a tailor, is with ones hand. If so we must say that the
scenario in the Gemorah must be where the tailor holds his needle
in his hand. If so, why did the Mishna relate the scenario with
regard specifically to a tailor, if the scenario logically applies to
everyone?
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The S w> naxan explains that because the common case of
someone going out with a needle in his hand is in regards to a
tailor, the Mishnah chose this case.

Seemingly if one was to go accidentally on Shabbos carrying
the needle in his clothing i.e. “his special way”, (according to Reb
Yehudah) one should be obligated to bring a nxvr 129 (a sacrifice
brought for accidental sins). Yet in (2"v 10) &np 22 X7a it is
explained that a person is 2> to bring a sacrifice only if he forgets
that it is Shabbos and knows that the object that he is dealing with
is forbidden (for example if one is unconscious of a stone in his
lap, therefore when standing up the stone drops into another mwn,
he is mw»). The reason for this is because in order to be 2»n on
Shabbos we need a "nawnn nox?n" (a thoughtful act), but if he
forgot that the object he is dealing with is in fact forbidden he is
not 2°n1. If so, why can’t the craftsman go out with the needle since
he has obviously forgotten about the needle, therefore the act can
not be considered a nawnn nax%» and will therefore not be 2»n?

Therefore 'o1n explains that the concern here is that he might
remember about the object and forget that it is Shabbos, thereby
making him 2»n.

So we see from the above that when the mishnah states "xx> x>
72wn> o wunna venn' as a decree that he might come to carry on
Shabbos, he may simultaneously come to forget that it is Shabbos
and remember about the object. However if he is also unaware of
the object, he would be mvs.

But in X"pyn 'oin (here) he explains, that the Mishnah brings
down both the case of the "1%2%" and the case of the "v»n" and
does not say them together - because the mawn» wants to be wnn
that even if the object is not small like a needle, rather it is big like
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a quill it is still possible to forget. Which seemingly means that the
wwn of the Rabbonon that he might forget is referring to the object
itself. If so we still have to understand the Gezeira here in the
Mishnah, since if he does not know about the object it is not a
mawnn naxbn, and he will be 71 ws?

Therefore maybe we can say that really even according to
X"py7 he definitely remembers about the object, only the Mishnah
is coming to teach us an extra wyon - that a needle because it is
pointed and sharp it is very unlikely to forget about, yet it is still
forbidden because he might forget that it is Shabbos today.
However with regard to the quill, which is very light, one may
think that he will forget that he is actually carrying the quill (and
he will be mwo). Therefore, the Mishnah comes and tells us that
even the light quill he will not forget (due to it’s size) but
nevertheless he should still refrain from going out >°wn% 70 with
it because he might forget that it is Shabbos.

Postponed time according to
the Rabonon

Benjy Simons

In the Mishnah there are certain activities mentioned which
seem to have both a 7%°rnn2% 1ar as well as a 72v>72 91, which will
result in a 21°n according to the Rabonon. For example, the Shema
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should 7%°nn3% be read until midnight, but the obligation extends
until sunrise.

This »0 - as explained by Rashi - was placed by the Rabonon
lest one come to say that he still has time to fulfill the Mitzva
causing him to push off its fulfillment. However now this decree
will bring him to resolve to wake up earlier and not rely on the
extra time in hand.

Similarly by the eating of Korbonos it says: o1°% 0°%5817 501"
"nx (mentioned with regard to Korbonos that must be eaten in one
day). The Rabonon were worried that he may accidentally come to
eat the Korbon after sunrise the next morning thereby causing him
to be 21, therefore they decreed that one should eat the Korbonos
only until midnight.

The Mishnah also mentions o1axy 2% TP - the sacrificing
of the animal’s fats and limbs - which can be done the whole night,
(as Rashi explains that anything that is done at night can be done
the entire night). Now from Rashi it seems that this Gezeira that
the Rabonon made in the previous cases - that they must be done
by mxn - does not apply by o°naxy 0°2%n qwvpn. (See also 2"y who
explains that it does not apply to this case)

But one can ask why is there not a 7%°nin>% 171 in this case as
we see present in the above mentioned cases, preventing him from
acceding the time given i.e. sunrise'?

! See Rambam (2" m117pa wyn omn 1"9), as well as Meiri and
other Rishonim, that explain that the Gezeira the Rabonon made
for the other cases in the Mishnah also apply to this case. But
although our question does not therefore apply according to these
Rishonim, however Rashi’s opinion still requires clarification.
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Perhaps one can explain this based on the statement of the
Gemorah: "o prar oand" - Kohanim are swift (with regards to
Mitzvos). Therefore we can say that because of the Kohanim’s
swiftness, the Rabonon found no need to establish a 3%°1n>% a1 for

when they should sacrifice the "a»™axy 0229n" 2

2 See Meiri here, who explains the reason in the same accord, also
adding reasons - that every time the Gemara deals with a case that
does not involve eating we say "1 o1 omd" (See also n'"ox
here). Ed. note
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