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FREE TRANSLATION

B.H. Friday, Erev Shabbos Parshas Emor 5772

To ALL RESIDENTS OF CROWN HEIGHTS — kan tzivah Hashem es habrachah — yr omby n,

'This is a sequel to the letter issued on Nisan 28 of this year, in which we described the
degradation of machlokes and controversy between fellow Jews and the need to prevent
its spread.! In (a footnote in) that letter we reiterated our warning regarding the usage of
internet, in this regard. We quote: “We again wish to emphasize the prohibition regarding
publicizing such matters in the place of impurity — the internet — in accordance with the
pesak din of Chabad Rabbanim from all around the world.”

Our purpose in advancing this topic for a second time is to add and greatly reinforce
the previous rulings. (The timing is especially appropriate in the wake of the recent intense
awakening regarding internet usage by many of our religious brethren in the worldwide
Jewish community.)

Some time ago (on Zeves 13, 5770), the members of the Crown Heights Beis Din, in
conjunction with Chabad Rabbanim worldwide, issued a warning regarding the gravity of
using the internet altogether. This ruling is based on a number of sichos in which the Rebbe
discusses the transgressions relating to viewing television.? As described by the Chabad
Beis Din (containg signatures of fourteen Chabad Rabbanim) in Eretz Yisrael (in an earlier

letter dated Rosh Chodesh Sivan 5769), “the problem is magnified tenfold in the case of the

internet.”

Dangers and Severity of the Internet

“Do not stray after your hearts and after your eyes,” the Torah warns. It is common knowledge

1) Please refer to the letter in its entirety. Its message is based on the laws of Shulchan Aruch and the directives of our Rebbeim, which form
the basis of our lifestyle. The letter explains the need for each individual to interact with others in a friendly, honest, peaceful, and openhearted
way — and not, G-d forbid, in an opposite manner. Certainly, the concept of writing anonymous letters, comments, op-eds and postings against
fellow Jews is completely out of the question. The letter also quoted the Rebbe’s words from Sichos Kodesh regarding such anonymous letters
— “such activities are beyond the acceptable boundaries of the Jewish nation.”

2) One such sichah was edited by the Rebbe and published in Likkutei Sichos (vol. 18, pp. 459-461). In that sichah, the Rebbe calls the
phenomena “an immense, incomparable breach.”



that the worst kind of immorality and moral filth lurk on the internet — matters that are
torbidden and repulsive, involving sins against G-d and our fellow man alike, including the
three cardinal sins for which one must surrender their life rather than commit (idolatry,
murder and adultery/incest). The internet is an invitation into the heart of the very lowliest
of activities to which humanity could possibly stoop.’

Despite the obvious, many individuals have arrived at a tragic and mistaken conclusion,
which they readily impart to others. They have concluded that they will engage the internet
as they see fit, with one eye shut, surfing its most hazardous waves with reserve, and then
emerge from the net completely untangled, entirely unaftected by its exposures. They insist
that the internet will not damage their moral or spiritual standing.* Internet usage has
become such a common feature of the daily lives of so many orthodox Jews, that people
tend to assume that the internet’s familiarity has somehow “koshered” it. They assume that
the concerns about internet usage are associated with unique stringencies, relevant only to
the extreme ultra-chassidish, who have undertaken an extra pious mode of behavior and
made a conscious decision to refrain from its use.

The truth is clear and unflattering: All who have researched it honestly are keenly
aware that the internet is inevitably a road to sin and devastation. It has already claimed an
incredible number of casualties in our communities. Without exaggeration, the internet has
been responsible for a staggering amount of physical and spiritual destruction.

We at the Crown Heights Beis Din literally weep at hearing the horrors that have befallen
those who stream to the Beis Din bearing horrific tales of sorrow and pain that originated
in exposure to the hazards of the internet. It is truly heartbreaking to witness with our own
eyes the severe damage to so many lives and families.

We are not merely repeating conclusions that others have fed us; we are flooded with
first-hand accounts of lives overturned and in tatters. It is clearly our own souls and those of
our children that are at stake with this issue. We are therefore forced to take a stand in order
to rescue the enmeshed from descending to a point from which they can no longer return,
and to restore the community to the right path.

It was to prevent such carnage that the Rabbanim stated in their abovementioned letter
that “there should not be a place for internet usage in any house; those who care about their
souls will distance themselves from it.” Why do so many continue to invite the destroyer
into their own homes?

3) Please refer to Igros Kodesh (vol. 14, p. 423 — on a similar topic): “They publish not only secular matters, but also prohibited matters. Obviously,
one must be careful to avoid this material. This is common knowledge and requires no proof. The Shulchan Aruch contains an explicit ruling that
one must not view forbidden materials. I believe that letters and announcements in this regard have recently been issued in the Holy Land.”

4) Note Sefer HaChinuch 188: “No person is permitted to remove themselves from the ethical restraints put in place by the Sages. Although an
individual may discover that he is less lustful than others, he should not convince himself that because his nature is that way, of what concern
could it be to step beyond the strict letter of the restraints? After all, he knows himself well and can trust himself not to fall into the trap of his
evil inclination in this matter. In truth, however, many have argued thus and stumbled into sin. This trap is alluded to by our Sages (Sukkah 52a),
‘A person’s inclination appears extremely feeble to him at first, but then strengthens its hold over him exceedingly.’ Now, my son, please be very
cautious in this regard and do not allow your inclination to fool you, even if he promises to give you a thousand guarantors....”

Refer to Igros Kodesh (vol. 18, p. 448) and Vayikra Rabbah (26:5).

92N 17272 2719, RMTONT RNDMD ON YD 1T PRYY,NVININ NININ IDIRD ,NNYA OYN
0251 yTaV

DN D27 NN DIRY DT LYITIVYVLIINI YINOVN 7D 72T OVTY DI NI N ,DINN
L9021 YR MAIYY MINON UNN IUR,NMINIID NPNPYIT,NINI MNY NNYY TUNX 12290
)TN 12 OIYY ORI 19D 290 ,INN XY NYNY ININ TUNXI ,NT NIVDN 1N RYPN 7O
WND,1°1M12) 13232 WA RIN NVWIA YD PPN PININ NIDINN DYNIV DD TUN DYDPNaN DT
.DIVIAY DMIAN PPN DX DDWYND ,NNY NTIN DNIX DIXN

,U)TVINI YINPYY DIPN NND PR N2 DIV IWN D737 /592 D)2 1PN 1D DY IUN)
9N DN TN NAD NWNN DR N> XY ,NT I2T0 PN W) IDW)

N7 NI 12D 7Y BTN B8 P

M) DXTNPN DYIIXA TTHWIMY XD TTRD D731 2NN D) 71O ,XNNND NTND)
PN, NIRIN NI 27 NNODNA PIL,VITVINRN NYIL WHNYND 1N ,(°2713) NDINY,MNMA
AP I9PINA D731 DD AUNR VIV — DY VNOND TN NID MY

PPNNY NI ,(filtering) 573N NPOM NPDY DN IWN,NITYND NIN NDIXI NI NYD)
GNY 72PN VIIWLINRI YINOY 9 1T DY IUR (monitoring software) APy NINT NN
wNRNWnY 371 727191 Webchaver 13910 — Xn0)191,(37191 920 19 Py ,29 T2 nwy) 1NN
DIV TWAND NOW NINND NNP TY ININD L1721 27w 0270 NIND DIPNA PO LIYLIINI
, LIV (ANPA TITOP NPNY NNN P — INP2 NN DIPNIY) DITID NV 1IN DN
JOYIIYOLIND MY DN W TUN 2713) PNANDA YPYWINI DYVLN NI P TN XINY

(2,80 15N) 191 DINTIVIAN

A7YN) .2IVN DIDMN D ONYI DTN PN ,D7T Y PNV NN DN NMYTH 292 ,10710Y7 NP /M TINN NYON
MINY NN YT 2D 1191 5D NN 71D 1D MINY KX MINY 11 1IN XD NNP NINND TIVN MY XN XINY
2NN XN I (N ,2) N0 NNXI) DIINA D71 13D DT DY IOV 12 YIIN NAINY ,TI2 1IN 97IYN ROV
N ©229Y QIR DN, TIN TNV DRI TIND 1T DY AN 22 NNNRI .N2IN OTRD DY PINNNY THM TIND Won

R )

TRV MPHIN OINYD ONXIVN 7NN DN YWY DNNNN : NN NIN 97NY (1,)799) NNWID 17/P20 PYND)

WNIPY IR — NI IMNN 19IND 12 WHNWND ITIADD XID) VOV (27132) WTIP MINPWA IR 90 (5
NI2W NN DY PO TONY 189 7y NN 2MVWN WMD) N7 L3797y OV 359 7Y VON .44 1y 110N
DN WTNMY NPYTHN NPIINN 530 WINI D) XIN 1OV 1219 /171200 RON INI2 XD 1A 17PN
NN ,NVITR O1IY0 OMN DXV Y ,717aPN DY 171202 POIND DNIVNI DIMYOINY ,NMNINKD DNV

NPV AP (DNWA9) XN DYDY LTIIND WY IHONNND)

JA7INY Y0 NN NMIN DN DY NI LD, 272 97y (6

1772y 121y DTRYI WTN T2 RN DIDY DAY RN XY : (2,00 M) PTHIND 17257 1NN (7
Y PV NN INRY 2T MYYDN 1Y YINIY D NINGD VYT OT) TWA KNI DTN MIND NOW ININ
STINY MOIRND NONNN NPNRY PTH PYND (RVYD 1) — NN NOIN) "IN /D)

a



AM0N DAY IO POINT ,HDT XNV DI TN TN DI, 0001 DT MNDI MINDI
NMOIND OXRNNL) YATN DIPNRM OTR NINY 1N 292 DOM ,NNINVND NINVYND MUYD
S(0p2ad DTN MYTNNNN

LYITYOIIND 17y NIPON

YAV 21PN ,2>2010 D27 NAT WNY YD NI DAVINNDND D27 NORYO MyN D) M

NNIN2Y ,0NOWN D37 DXXANA OO 371519 YIANKN DY NIDSD NION TV ,0>712¥7 NINNA

NN DTNV DINXN ORM,IUYI NN YT XD NNINY NN TY YT NN PRY — 7N DNMNOY
191 NYOND NSO

1912 DNTIDY TUN ,DOY0 DXVYNINN DTV ,NYND DIV ONIY NI TD MYNN MmN
NYOONIY DAVINT ,WNN DT MYYY DMIDY NN DNIX VIDWY DN DIPIaDN DINX WP
.11992 0PDY X)AN ,ANY WIDW (271D DYV TIYY D291 NDY NIDT TNN) DND

YUMINIPY DVA DIUNNWYNH VIIPVIN YNNI 0IDID

— DN TN )29 ANDNA  DXAVINND D37 PITIND DR N LY IMIND PO Py
DMIVN) DMY LYIIVOIR PINN DY DIRINND NN — INIT X720 112N MOV
TY 97N ,’0017)2 YOINNIPY TIAD MNMITN 271D NNNDYY WOMINIDD DV MIPNINT
NY9) NN NPIZNN DY DYDY DYN DIDINT MYINN TN DY DIIMIYN NINK NNP
YTIPONY V1T 1PN NP NPIINN PYD D515 ,0°007910 DINYD 1D DY NI ,IVIA R DY
IMIOWA 57N 5 IV R PYTY ANIM YN NN .D¥DYDN I VN DY NP

Y2 YT YOON ITIA DY OIN L ION DINND NN DIDID DOV D30 T NY 101
MIND YHNWN ROT NYO , 0NN N3 NYTIN HNN IVRN L, PTN DX D DTN ,N2Y
TIMDY 'R GND PRY INTID) .OXIDNA 1IN DXDOYON DI NN DMPY DNNY DY YDPY PN

N8P 0NN DY 1IN 199,10 MWYD DTRN YW DYDY TIND IWINI PR : OV TIONN WO (8
DN YOI ROV 192,191 2295 NN DWN 29,1910 NN NSO 71D 299 108Y MNNWY TARY TAN Y 90T INYD
IMNN DY GR ITY TINY YR NS NIN ONY NIANY 1D 1910 191 NN RYNDW 1N 29 MVYD NIND DY ¥

SRV MIATND DTN DI PN I7Y 12 PIN VNN TRND NWPR DT PIVY 29D 1101 1NINY NTY

WYY MO NN DRI 370 YN YN NIV VYD) .NAY NIDIN TIY XY RI) 1010 11902 W11 DINSDI
25379 RN WP D) IR .2 ,N0N XYY 17D9W) 17090 NWYTRN AYY 195N NPYRIA XD .17 WD
DYV NN INTNY TINY (NOPUN DIDVA DT 17T IRD) NZRTI D) XL, (TIV) . YOUN OPNY 97 NNdY

NN DY N YW HUONY NOW 9N Y

DYIYN OPOYA PANY (87IND NVIN 722 NN — ¥7Y0 W7D NIW) 1INT HP0RWN U770 D7WNn PYND
N WOV IMORY ,PINT TWIAND HINY DIV P DI IMIWNM NIV INPN TITH IV 1M1 DPOWN D5
MDY DN PN PN N2 IDVT YN TITH NI PRI, 09I DY INWID DNV NN NNNN 27T 10 MVYD

D995 DIywNa) I8 DIPNRa

JYOMNIPY TI2D7 JWID DNNITIDIND ,NION NON 1PIYA D) DAV DXINNRM ININ YIVIN 299 V92 (9
22112 D09 93D DIDND DIPNN IND PN)

For Special Requirements, Use the Internet with a Filter and Guidance

At the same time, the letter of the Rabbanim included a dispensation that for particular
purposes such as livelihood, health, and the like, the internet may be used.” In such cases,
however, a Rav should be consulted and a filter installed.®

Obviously, all the abovementioned warnings remain as relevant as ever. We come now
only to add that in addition to filtering, one should also install monitoring software that
transmits knowledge of all internet usage to a third party for reviewing. This can be done via
an Asei lecha Rav or Kanei lecha chaver, etc. An example of such a program is “Webchaver.””

Likewise, the internet should not be used in seclusion, but only where others can see it.

Needless to say, children should not be permitted to view the internet whatsoever; when
it is inescapably essential, they must be kept under the strictest supervision.

'The above applies equally to internet usage on cellphones and mobile devices.

Further levels of protection exist and we urge each person to add their own safeguards and
precautions as demanded by their particular situations, the nature of the parties involved,
and the newest developments in technology.®

The Great Internet Discussion

Accordingly, the appropriate response regarding the upcoming internet conference is
abundantly clear. Many members of our community have been asking regarding the public
event that has been organized in order to discuss the issue of the internet. As Rabbanim
from many and varied communities are participating, and the assumption is that they have
the most noble intentions in mind, the residents of our own community have asked whether

5) In the spirit of the Rebbe’s explanation that “this too was created for His glory,” to be used in a permissible and desirable manner.

See Likkutei Sichos, vol. 15, p. 44; vol. 26, pp. 359 and 379.

Please refer to Sefer HaSichos 5752 (vol. 1, p. 189): “All that G-d created in His world was created only for His glory’— it is therefore clear that
the goal and function of all technological advances and innovations of recent years is to promote the glory of the Creator. This is accomplished
through using them for matters of kedushah, the Torah and its commandments.” See there at greater length. See also Zohar, Part 3, 107a.

6) 'This complies with Bava Basra 57b. See Shaalos u’Teshuvos Igros Moshe, Orach Chaim,vol. 1, 56.

7) In the spirit of Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai’s instruction to his disciples (Berachos 28b): “Let your fear of heaven be as great as your fear of
[being witnessed acting inappropriately by] your fellow man — for when a person commits a sin, he says to himself, T hope that no one sees
me...".” Tanya elaborates (ch. 81, p. 57a), “The presence of even the simplest human is enough to deter a person from doing something that he
views as inappropriate....”

Note also that the law of shmirah deflects problems that could arise from yichud.

8) Refer to Sefer HaChinuch (referenced earlier): “It is not always possible to instruct a person as to precisely what he should or should not do in
every detail. Our Sages therefore discussed some of the pitfalls and the methods of avoiding them, with the intention that each person will then
apply whatever methods are necessary to avoid similar and other pitfalls. G-d sees a person’s heart. Matters that were not described explicitly by
the Sages will be approached by each person according to his awareness of his personal weaknesses. If one sees that he needs to bar himself from
something that is generally permissible, he will do so, because this particular matter is extremely difficult for him and his inclination threatens
to overpower him. A person should always increase his guard.”

“A person requires one hundred measures of safeguarding himself in order to avoid one measure of a forbidden matter”— quoted in many sefarim,
including sifrei mussar and chassidus.

See also Rivash (390; in the name of Ran): “Even in one’s worldly affairs, any person of understanding would choose the path for himself that is
the most secure and guarded from all damage and pitfall, even if the pitfalls appear remote. We must certainly assume this approach regarding
anything associated with the Torah and its commandments...”



or not they should attend.

'The response is obvious: Any individual who is not sufficiently convinced by the above
message (based on sacred sources in Torah) to take the actions we have stated, and who
decides to attend this event in the belief that joining together with multitudes of £/a/ Yisroe/
may be helpful in convincing them to do so, is deserving of blessing.

“Chabad” News Websites

Parenthetically, we wish to remind all members of the community of the contents of the
abovementioned letter of the Chabad Rabbanim (that included the participation of our Beis
Din):

'The Rabbanim warned the operators of all websites that carry the name of Chabad,
Crown Heights or other similar names (portraying themselves as if they are concerned with
the honor due to Lubavitch...) to exercise extreme caution in avoiding breaches of modesty,
chillul Hashem, generating or furthering arguments and strife, and defamation.” The letter
contained a number of detailed paragraphs on this topic, including a call to appoint a body
to oversee these websites for the purpose of avoiding such matters. Regrettably, this has not
been fully implemented as of yet.

We therefore wish to inform all members of the community that patronizing and
supporting these websites is considered aiding others to perform sins — thereby participating
in the sins. This remains in effect until such time as the operators announce unambiguously
and without reserve that they accept and will implement all the abovementioned completely.
Nobody should issue themselves a personal waiver in this matter.'

We extend our sincerest blessings for complying with the above — those who choose the
path of physical and spiritual life, the route of sanctification and avoidance of desecration.
'They will have merited to preserve the sanctity and purity of our community, providing a
sure step towards the ultimate redemption — may we merit its immediate arrival.

We hereby affix our signatures on this Erev Shabbos Parshas Emor,

Rabbi Aharon Yaakov Schwei
Member of Badatz

Rabbi Yosef Yeshaya Braun
Member of Badatz

9) From what we have been informed, these websites also carried a debate about the upcoming internet conference, purportedly arguing to
defend the honor of Chabad.... (This is not the place to delve in details on the matter.)

10) Notwithstanding the fact that there are those who pride themselves with a rabbinic cloak and at the same time excuse themselves from the
ruling of the Chabad Rabbanim. The point has been reached that some make use of impure websites that constitute flagrant breaches of modesty
solely in order to promote arguments and strife between fellow Jews.
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